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Learning Fractions with M&Ms 

An Educator's Reference Desk Lesson Plan 
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Grade Level(s): 2, 3 

Subject(s): 

· Mathematics/Arithmetic 

DESCRIPTION: 

This lesson is designed to improve students' understanding of fractions by using a fun manipulative (M & M candies). The students will sort their bowl of M & M's into colors and then, for each color, they will write out, both longhand and numerically, the fraction that represents how many of their M & M's are that color. 

GOAL: Students will understand what fractions are and how to use them. 

OBJECTIVES: 

The students will understand what the numerator and the denominator represent. The students will be able to read and write fractions both in the longhand and numerical form. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

This activity very easily, captures and keeps the students attention. This lesson sticks with the students which enables you to refer back to it throughout the unit on fractions. 

CONCEPTS: 

The students will understand that the numerator is the number of selected parts. The students will understand that the denominator is the total number of equal parts, that make up the whole. 

MATERIALS: 

        M & M's 
        Bowl 
        Cups  (one per student) 
  
PROCEDURE: 

1. Have a big bowl of M & Ms sitting on the front table. 
2.  Tell the students that they will get a cup full of M & Ms, but before they do this they must agree not to eat any of their M & Ms until they have completed their assignment. If they do eat any of their M & M's they will not be able to participate and will lose the points for the M & M assignment.  The teacher will call two students at a time to come up and get their M & Ms. 
3. Pick two students to be class monitors and inform the class that these two students will tell the teacher if anyone is eating during the activity. 
4. The teacher will fill up the students cups and have them return to their seat. 
5. Once all of the students have returned to their seats, tell the students that for now there is no talking and they have to work on their own. 
6.  Have them carefully pour their M & Ms onto their desks. 
7. At this time, tell the students to count all of their M & M's and write that number   on a sheet of paper. 
8. Have the students count the number of green M & M's  that they have.  The students must now write out, both longhand and numerically (ex. two-sixths or 2/6), the fraction of their  M & Ms that are green. 
9. Repeat this process for all of the colors of M & Ms. 
10.  Once all of the students have completed this, have them get together with the person that they came up to get their M & Ms with. 
11. Now they should explain their M & Ms fractions to each other. 
12. They should switch places with their partners and check each other's work. 
13. The teacher will call on each group one at a time to come up to the board and write their fractions the same way that they have written them on their paper. 
  
CLOSURE: 

Allow students to eat their M & M's and check for understanding by taking a random sample. 

ASSESSMENT:  

1. Random sample 

- example: randomly call on students and have them explain their colors in fractions. 

2.  Rubric 

- observe the students throughout the lesson and use a rubric for the following topics: 

· correctly writing the fractions in the longhand form, 
correctly writing numerical fractions, working with a partner, 
correctly writing the fractions on the board both in the longhand and numerical form. 

Graphic Organizer: see other document
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	Name: ________________________

Teacher: Clint Harris


	Date Submitted: ____________

Title of Work: ___________________



	 

 

Criteria
Points
4
3
2
1
 

Explanation
A complete response with a detailed explanation.
Good solid response with clear explanation.
Explanation is unclear.
Misses key points.
____
Use Of Visuals
Clear diagram or sketch with some detail.
Clear diagram or sketch.
Inappropriate or unclear diagram.
No diagram or sketch.
____
Mechanics 
No math errors.
No major math errors or serious flaws in reasoning.
May be some serious math errors or flaws in reasoning.
Major math errors or serious flaws in reasoning.
____
Demonstrated Knowledge
Shows complete understanding of the questions, mathematical ideas, and processes.
Shows substantial understanding of the problem, ideas, and processes.
Response shows some understanding of the problem.
Response shows a complete lack of understanding for the problem.
____
Requirements
Goes beyond the requirements of the problem.
Meets the requirements of the problem.
Hardly meets the requirements of the problem.
Does not meet the requirements of the problem.
____
Counter Examples
Includes counter examples.
a
Does not include counter examples.
yy
____
 

 

 

 

Total---->
____


	 

Teacher Comments:
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	Name_______________________

Date__________________
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Frank The Fraction:
+Adds+
Directions: Add the following fractions for each problem.
1.

6 



7

     +     

3 



7

2.

10

10 



11

     +     

7 



11

3.

1 



4

     +     

7

1 



4

4.

4

2 



3

     +     

7

1 



3

5.

2 



9

     +     

5 



9

6.

8

1 



2

     +     

1 



2

7.

2

3 



8

     +     

3

4 



8

8.

3 



6

     +     

11

2 



6

9.

10

7 



12

     +     

2 



12

10.

2 



10

     +     

9 



10
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