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Science Link- El Nino by Fred Pearce
Use the story to answer the questions below.
1. In the winter of 1998…

a. rainforests flooded in Indonesia.

b. there was a drought (no rains) in South America

c. heavy rains caused mudslides in Tibet

d. Kenya suffered from flooding.

2. What do meteorologists believe is the cause of the 1998 weather disasters?

a. Snow storms

b. Tornadoes

c. El Nino

d. Hurricanes

3. What does El Nino mean?

a. the boy

b. the girl

c. the friend

d. the child

4. El Nino is caused by …

a. electricity from thunderstorms that heat up the surrounding land.

b. a change in the winds and ocean currents causing warm water to flow.

c. Cold water that flows in from melted icebergs.

d. The changes in weather because of the seasons.

5. The story compares El Nino to a wave in…

a. your pool

b. your shower

c. the ocean

d. a bathtub

6. In which direction do the waves and currents around the equator move?

a. east to west

b. north to south

c. west to east

d. south to north

7. Where can you find the hottest water in the world?

a. around Africa

b. around Indonesia

c. around South America

d. around Antarctica

8. Exactly how long has El Nino been around?

a. a million years

b. since 1972

c. no one knows for sure

d. since 1998

9. How long does El Nino last?

a. one day

b. eighteen years

c. one year

d. eighteen months

10.  How often does El Nino occur?

a. every three to seven years

b. every three to seven months

c. every three to seven days

d. every three to seven decades

Use the space below to write a short answer.

11.What is the main idea of this story?  How do you know?

12. Do you think El Nino is helpful or harmful to the environment?  Why or Why not and give examples from the story.

13.  What is La Nina?  Compare and contrast El Nino and La Nina.

14.  Is El Nino an example of nature’s fury?  Why or why not and give examples from the story.

