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Teacher Tips  

Introduction
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Smart and Creative Minds!

The Byard Toy Company suffered a loss this past year and they desperately need some new products to boost their sales for the upcoming year. The company wants to come out with a new line of exciting board games that relate to great children’s books, and they want kids to help. You are invited to design one of these games, and if your game is chosen, you will be eligible to win a lifetime supply of board games from the Byard Toy Company. 

Task


You and your partner will choose a Caldecott Award winning book and read it. You will then research information about the Caldecott Medal and the author/illustrator. You will then use your creativity to design a board game that includes aspects of the book and information that you have learned through your research. You will also need to create a PowerPoint advertisement for your game. You will need to be prepared to present your game and advertisement to the company.

Process

STEP 1:

Click on the piece of paper below to read and learn about the Caldecott Medal and answer some questions. 
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STEP 2:

 You and your partner will choose a Caldecott Award winning book and read it.
STEP 3:

Print out a list of questions and topics about your book, and the author/illustrator of your book, by clicking on the book below and complete the list using the websites and resources listed in the Resources section.
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STEP 4: 

Work with your partner to design a board game that relates to the book that you and your partner have read.

· The game should include ideas from the book and things that you’ve learned about the Caldecott Medal and the author/illustrator of your book.

· Plan the type of board game you will create. Will there be a path? Will you use dice? Will there be cards? Will there be a spinner?

· Sketch out your design and list the accessories you will need.

· Write the directions needed to play the game.

· Write a report to accompany your game. Your report should include information you learned in your research. This information should include things about the book, the author/illustrator and the Caldecott Medal. You will use this information to create questions that the players will need to answer in order to play the game. (The game should be able to be played by reading the written report you and your partner have written. The players should not have to read the book to play the game.)  

STEP 5:

Work with your partner to make your game board and accessories.

· Gather the materials needed to make your game board and accessories.

· Make your game board.

· Using a word processing program, type your directions and your report for the players to read.

· Try playing your game to make sure it is playable. Make any necessary adjustments. 

STEP 6:

Work with your partner to design an advertisement in PowerPoint.

STEP 7:

Practice your presentation of your game and advertisement with your partner.

STEP 8:

Practice giving your Final Presentation to your teacher and classmates before your big presentation to the Byard Toy Company.

Resources
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Online Resources:

Author/Illustrator Sites:



http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/biochildhome.htm
www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/
www.lib.usm.edu/~degrum
www.dalton.org/libraries/fairrosa/
www.cynthialeitichsmith.com/authors-illustrators.htm
www.scils.rutgers.edu/~kvander/AuthorSite/index.html
www.scholastic.com

Search Engines:



www.yahooligans.com


www.google.com

Caldecott Sites:



www.ala.org/alsc/caldecott.html


http://ils.unc.edu/award/chome.html
Print Resources in the Media Center:
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100 Most Popular Children’s Authors

by Sharron L. McElmeel


100 Most Popular Children’s Authors and Illustrators

by Sharron L. McElmeel


The Junior Book of Authors



edited by Stanley J. Kunitz and Howard Haycraft


Major Authors and Illustrators for Children and Young Adults



edited by Laurie Collier and Joyce Nakamura


Meet the Authors



by Deborah Kovacs


Meet the Authors and Illustrators-Volume One



by Deborah Kovacs and James Preller


Meet the Authors and Illustrators-Volume Two



by Deborah Kovacs and James Preller

Evaluation


You will be evaluated on your board game and your 

PowerPoint advertisement. Click the board game below to see the rubric for your board game. Click the computer below to see the rubric for your PowerPoint advertisement. 
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Conclusion

CONGRATULATIONS!

You have learned about the Caldecott Medal and a Caldecott Award winning author/illustrator. You have created a board game and PowerPoint advertisement for your game, and are ready to present your finished product to the Byard Toy Company.

GOOD LUCK!
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