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Introduction

During your study of oceanography, you may have discovered that survival in the oceans is difficult.  Animals and plants have specific features that help them survive in water.  The Learning Channel (TLC) is interested in doing a kids show titled “Sea Creatures: Their Link to Survival.”  The creator of this television show wants input from kids about sea creatures.  You will have the opportunity to discover some of these amazing creatures and research their techniques for survival.  Using your research, the creator will be able to develop an exciting television show based on your information.  As well, the creator would like you to create your own sea creature to be featured in a few commercials throughout the show.  
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Task    

Throughout this activity, you will be doing the following tasks:

1.  Identify key characteristics about oceans.

2. Find at least five sea creatures to research.  In your research you will record on an organizer the name of the animal, its ocean home, the ocean zone where it lives, and specific features that help the creature to survive in the ocean.

3. Create your own sea creature including its home, location, and specific features.  

4. Draw, color, and label your newly created creature to display in the classroom.

5. Write a paragraph to share with the class describing your creature and its survival features.
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Process    
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As a start to this activity, you will first record some important information about oceans.  Write these facts on your Ocean Fact-Finding Sheet.  Click on

                the shells below to begin your fact-finding.
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DAY TWO:  RESEARCH

Today you will research five sea creatures of your choice.  While researching be sure to complete your Sea Creature Organizer. Click on the fish below to begin your research.  Each fish will link you to different sources of information so be sure to try all three.
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DAY THREE: CREATE SEA CREATURE

Now that you have done some research on existing sea creatures, you will create your own creature based on some of your findings.  In your design, you will need to include the following:

· A colorful drawing of your creature on large paper or poster board.

· The name of your creature written in large print at the top of your paper.

· At least two labeled parts of your creature that will help it survive in the ocean waters.
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DAY FOUR:  WRITING TO INFORM

Today your job will be to write an informative paragraph about your new sea creature.    Your paragraph must include each of the following points:

· The name of your creature.

· A description of what your creature looks like.

· The name and location of the ocean where your creature may live as well as which ocean zone it lives in.

· Ways your creature is able to survive in the ocean based on its special features.

NOTE:  Be prepared to share your drawing and paragraph with your classmates.
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Evaluation   

It is important that your activities are completed according to all guidelines provided.  Click on the check mark below to view the rubric for the poster and written piece.
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Conclusion

The Learning Channel thanks you for your help with the production of their television program and commercials.  Take a moment to read and think about the following questions.  

· Why do animals have special features?  Give an example to support your answer.

· What special feature do you have?  How does it help you?

· Can you name at least 5 interesting facts that you learned from this webquest?

· How will you use the information you learned?
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Resources and Other Ocean Sites

http://www.mos.org/oceans/
http://school.discovery.com/schooladventures/planetocean/index.html
http://www.fi.edu/fellows/fellow8/dec98/web.html
http://www.pbs.org/oceanrealm/index.html
http://www.panda.org/kids/wildlife/idxocmn.htm
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