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· Introduction:

Congratulations!  Because you have been learning about the grasslands region, your class has been chosen to design a mini-grasslands environment.  With a team of experts, you will visit several web sites on your quest to develop the perfect grassland habitat!
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· Task:

As you visit sites in the Gallery of Grasslands, your task is to locate information about this region.  With your team of experts, you will create an on-line grassland environment.  Finally, you will compose a picture of your habitat and write a description of the ultimate grassland environment.

                                                                                  Back To Top
· Process: :  Task 1       Task 2      Task 3      Task 4      Task 5 

Work with your team to complete the following tasks. 

Task 1
Within your team of experts, you will need to choose a role.  Your team will consist of a Savannah Sleuth, a Prairie Protector, and Steppes Supporter.  Click on each name to read a description of the job.

Task 2
Within your grasslands habitat, there must be enough predators and prey to constitute a food web.  Explore the grassland habitat by clicking on organisms found in the grassland picture.  Use the “Food Web Form” to draw and label your food web.

Task 3
Visit the “Build A Prairie” site, and follow the directions to create your own grasslands habitat.  As you are working, use the field guide to read about the organisms.  You must choose organisms that will survive in your type of prairie.  When you are making your choices, record information on the Prairie Creation Card.  You will need this for tasks 4 and 5.

Task 4
Using the Prairie Creation Card, draw a picture of your habitat.  Include pictures and labels of the animals, plants, and grasses you added to your prairie.  At least one organism from each category must be present in your habitat.

Task 5

Independent
Congratulations!  You have successfully created a grassland habitat!  Write a description of the physical features, animals, and plants in your habitat for the public to read.  This description can be in the form of a newspaper article, brochure, or paragraph.  If you have another idea, make sure your teacher approves it.  Be Creative!
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If you finish early, click on the 

       globe for more fun!

· Resources:

Below is a list of sites that are used to complete this task.  Click      on any link to go directly to that site.

Evergreen Project- Explore & Compare Grasslands, Deserts, Rainforests, and Marine Ecosystems

Canterbury Environmental Ed. Center: Explore the grasslands  (Interactive)

Build A prairie  (Interactive)

Grasslands
Canadian Parks   (video)

Grasslands National Park (more videos & pictures)
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· Evaluation

Your written assignment will be assessed according to the following scoring tool.

Scoring Tool: Writing to Inform

2 points

· Consistently uses purposeful and specific information to fully explain the topic.  Text is uniformly organized and language choices often enhance the text.

1 point

· Sometimes uses purposeful and specific information to adequately explain the topic.  Text is generally organized and language choices sometimes enhance the text.

0 points

· Rarely or never uses purposeful or specific information to explain the topic.  Text lacks organization and language choices seldom, if ever, enhance the text.
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· Conclusion

Congratulations!  Now that your journey to the grasslands has ended, you should have a good understanding of the different types of grasslands, organisms that live there, and the challenges facing grasslands today.  

Back To Top
· Teacher Information

Materials Needed (for a class of 30): 

 Access to a printer or 10 copies of each job description

 30 copies of the Food Web Form

 30 copies of the Prairie Creation Card

Notes to teacher: The scoring tool above is a sample rubric adapted from School Improvement in Maryland at  www.mdk12.org . Please discuss the scoring tool with your class and modify it to meet your needs.  

Suggested Literature:    


Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain  (Aardema)


Grasslands          (Troll Books)


Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears  (Aardema)


About Elephants

(Williams)

URL’s to Sites:

http://mbgnet.mobot.org/sets/index.htm
  Evergreen Project- Explore & Compare Grasslands, Deserts, Rainforests, and       Marine Ecosystems

http://www.naturegrid.org.uk/grassland/index.html
  Canterbury Environmental Ed. Center: Explore the grasslands  (Interactive)

http://kidscience.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?site=http%3A%2F%2Fwww1.umn.edu%2Fbellmuse%2Fmnideals%2Fprairie%2Fbuild%2Findex.html
  Build A prairie  (Interactive)

http://library.thinkquest.org/26634/treasuref.htm
  Savanna

http://www.canadianparks.com/sites/grassnp/grassnp-1-5.html
  Canadian Parks   (video)

http://www.parcscanada.gc.ca/thesite/Parks.cfm?SiteID=77&Language=EN&MediaShow=QT3Video&MediaID=4926
  Grasslands National Park-more videos & pictures

http://www.ruralnet.net/~spgfld/comanche.htm
  Comanche National Grasslands- Original inhabitants
http://www.fs.fed.us/grasslands/
  National Grasslands

http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/dakotaprairie/history.htm
  Dakota Prairie Grasslands

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/rwa/index.html
  Really Wild Animals
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